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give every family, rich or poor, sick or
healthy, access to health care. I know how
important this is, particularly for parents
who have children with special needs. And
my plan will assure that you can change
jobs without endangering the health insur-
ance your child depends on. We’re building
on our system’s strengths. And we’re avoid-
ing the pitfalls of nationalized care, the kind
that people from all over the world come
to America to escape.

All these approaches for meeting our goal
of ‘‘Healthy Children Ready To Learn’’
must build on a basic truth: In this country
families come first. Government programs
that overtake the rightful role of families
and communities, that deny them the free-
dom of choice or bind them up in redtape,
are simply unacceptable. Our movement is
about strengthening families.

And over the next few days I’m told you
will continue a great national dialog, share

information, explore new ideas, and then re-
turn to your communities to lead the good
fight. Your commitment is an inspiration,
and I thank you for inviting me by to get
a feeling of it firsthand. And may God bless
all of you.

And now this little guy, I’ve got to tell
you, those in the back, when I walked in
and was sitting here looking very serious
waiting for the doctor to introduce me, this
guy in the blue, he goes like this to me.
[Laughter] And I had to tell him, ‘‘No, I
have to stay up here.’’ You know, I tried
to communicate with him, but now I’m
going to invite him to come up here and
say hello to me.

But thank you all, and may God bless
America. Thank you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. at
the Ramada Renaissance Hotel.

Memorandum on Payments to the United Nations
February 10, 1992

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Functions Related to
Payment to the United Nations and Its
Specialized Agencies of United States
Assessments and Arrears

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, including sec-
tion 301 of title 3 of the United States Code
and sections 102 and 162 of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years
1992 and 1993 (Public Law 102–138) (the
Act), I hereby delegate to you the functions
vested in me by sections 102(a)(3) and 162
(b) and (d) of the Act, relating to payment
to the United Nations and its specialized

agencies of United States assessments and
arrears. These functions may be further re-
delegated within the Department of State.

The functions delegated by this memo-
randum shall be exercised in coordination
with the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and the Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs.

You are authorized and directed to pub-
lish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister.

GEORGE BUSH

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 4:26 p.m., February 12, 1992]
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Memorandum on Social Security Card Changes
February 10, 1992

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services

Subject: Delegation of Authority to Report
to the Congress and to Publish in the
Federal Register Proposed Changes in the
Social Security Number Card

Section 205(c)(2)(F) of the Social Security
Act (section 405(c)(2)(F) of title 42 of the
United States Code) directs the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to issue So-
cial Security number cards to individuals
who are assigned Social Security numbers.

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, including sec-
tion 274A(d)(3)(A) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (section
1324a(d)(3)(A) of title 8 of the United
States Code) and section 301 of title 3 of
the United States Code, and in order to
provide for the delegation of certain func-
tions under the Act, I hereby:

(1) Authorize you to prepare and trans-
mit, to the Committee on the Judiciary
and the Committee on Ways and

Means of the House of Representatives
and to the Committee on the Judiciary
and the Committee on Finance of the
Senate, a written report regarding the
substance of any proposed change in
Social Security number cards, to the ex-
tent required by section 274A(d)(3)(A)
of the Act, and

(2) Authorize you to cause to have printed
in the Federal Register the substance
of any change in the Social Security
number card so proposed and reported
to the designated congressional com-
mittees, to the extent required by sec-
tion 274A(d)(3)(A) of the Act.

The authority delegated by this memoran-
dum may be further redelegated within the
Department of Health and Human Services.

You are hereby authorized and directed
to publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

GEORGE BUSH

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 1:14 p.m., June 5, 1992]

Statement on the Death of Alex Haley
February 10, 1992

Barbara and I extend our heartfelt sym-
pathies to the family of Alex Haley upon
his passing. Alex Haley was an extraordinary
individual and a literary giant who served
his country for 20 years in the U.S. Coast
Guard.

He went on to produce many works, in-
cluding the ‘‘Autobiography of Malcolm X’’
and ‘‘Roots.’’ ‘‘Roots’’ in particular has been
woven into the cultural patchwork that is
America. Haley’s own roots, nourished in
the small town values of Henning, Ten-
nessee, were central to his writings and his

life. He taught us that every community
needs to strengthen and renew itself. I am
particularly grateful for the encouragement
that he continued to provide to thousands
of Americans who work to make their com-
munities places where education is nour-
ished. Alex Haley understood that it was
important to know where you come from—
so that you could set a course for where
you want to go. He will be an inspiration
for generations to come. His talent and spir-
it will be greatly missed.
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